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Literature Review
Introducing e-Portfolios into the Classroom
Technology is becoming a huge aspect in our students’ daily lives to where it is basically their known bible. The students know how to maneuver within the different apps and websites even before they learned how to read and write. When COVID first hit, everyone started to panic to the point where not a lot of people are pros at technology. We saw a huge decline in scores from the students. To help alleviate the problem, I have come up with a solution that will help solve many of the problems that we faced by creating an e-Portfolio. Introducing a portfolio that is digital will help keep track of the students work, and it will also let the students be responsible for their learning. 
Problems Seen in the School Setting
Currently, our district is having problems due to attendance. The problem teachers are seeing in the classroom is the students not retaining information as they move from grade to grade.  Absences could be due to a lot of reasons. However, when it comes to an excessive number of absences that’s where it becomes a problem in the classroom. (Drager, Klein, and Sosu, et al 2024) states that school absences are associated with lower educational attainment. We need our students to come to school every day. Coming to school and practicing what is being taught will help our students to retain information to help them succeed in the real world. Not coming to school will “impact academic performance and social-emotional development” (Dobriansky 2024). 
Another issue that we are seeing in the classroom is our teachers not being trained and not having the resources that are needed to be successful in the classroom.  The problems that we see “as well as basic problems such as lack of appropriate classroom infrastructure and the absence of eportfolio-related training” (Haralabous & Darra 2018). Without the right training and time, we would not be successful for our students in the classroom. In my district, we have PD days once a month. During PD days, we have meetings that are useless to us. We just sit and listen to speakers that must deal with testing, which is important. However, in our PD days they never take the time to give us training on new tech that could be incorporated into our classrooms. 
	Lastly, districts are behind in technology. New technology is being introduced every day and districts are behind due to funding in each district. “Overall, 73% of Texas school districts are underfunded, and are now suffering due to not having the funds.” (Ruth, Lopez, & Selsberg 2024). This is all due to rating. In my district, we are known for sports and most of the money goes towards funding of the sports. If the district where to look at what is really needed for our other students to be successful, they could see that they can put it towards more technology resources.
Introducing e-Portfolios into the Classroom
	Technology is taking over our world, and especially now in our classrooms. One solution is by introducing the e-Portfolio into our classrooms. By introducing the e-Portfolio, the “Digital portfolio incorporation in our classrooms may be a solution to engaging learners through various interactions using online learning tools, interaction with peers, and their teachers” (Rualo & Dithmar 2023). The importance of the e-Portfolio is to see the growth and creativity of our students. If we were to start the e-portfolio in elementary, we can gradually see the growth and development that is needed when they grow older. This allows our teachers to track and see if they are on the right path to learning in the grade level, they are currently in. By creating an e-Portfolio, “it allows a shared reflection with the child, teachers, and the child’s parents towards the understanding of the child’s learning process” (Silva, Beuren, Mesquita, Lopes 2022).	
	(Mpho-Entle & Vaughan 2024.) states, “ePortfolios are increasingly being used for teaching, assessing, and supporting students' learning in higher education). By introducing the e-Portfolio into our classroom, it will allow our students to be accountable for their own learning. The importance of tracking our students' learning is to make sure they are on track learning what they need to learn in the school year. Lastly, by introducing the e-Portfolio into the classroom, it helps our students to build on their ideas and to help them think of new creative ideas to help them to succeed in the classroom. “The electronic portfolio process encouraged students to generate and focus on ideas that were personally compelling” (Fahey,K., Lawrence, J., & Paratore, J. 2007).
Seeing Improvements in the Classroom
One of the benefits of incorporating e-Portfolios into the classroom is that it allows students to think. Our main goal as educators is to help our students think and to expand their thought process. By creating an e-Portfolio, the students improve their higher-order thinking and speaking skills (Afrilyasanti, R., Suhartoyo, E., & Widiati, U. 2025). This allows educators to see their thought process when students are creating their e-Portfolios. 
Another benefit of having e-Portfolios used in the classroom is by tracking what they are learning. Tracking what the students are doing in the classroom will help aid our teachers to see if there is a growth in retention of the information of what they are learning. Having the e-Portfolio will help “connect knowledge and feelings with learning experiences, and emotional engagement with learning experience” (Kurniawan and Khukmi 2023). By creating and allowing our students to create e-Portfolios, this allows, “(1) allowing students to review and reflect, (2) developing ownership and authorship, (3) seeing improvement and feeling empowered for writing (Cheng, Ying-Hsuah 2022).
As an educator, one of our main goals is to see improvement in our students. (Hicks, Russo, Autrey, Garder, Kabodian, Ediington 2007) states that keeping a  digital portfolio in teachers’ hands can contribute to lasting professional growth and change. By building an e-Portfolio, the students are responsible for their own e-Portfolio. As the content is being taught the students are responsible to keep up with it and make sure that they are responsible for their own learning. This will show the educator the growth and change as the e-Portfolio is being built.
One major issue we have in the classroom is increasing engagement in the classroom. By having the e-Portfolio being introduced to the classroom it will change the way students are engaged. Having the students create an e-Portfolio will improve students' engagement with the e-portfolio as a method of assessment in higher education (Thanaraj 2013). This will allow accountability for our students and to make sure they are having their own voice in their e-Portfolios.
e-Portfolios are the Future in Education
	Introducing a portfolio that is digital will help keep track of the students work and it will also let the students be responsible for their learning. Implementing and introducing e-Portfolios will help change how our students see the world of education. It will show them how to explore and to expand their little minds. It will also show them that they are more than worthy to take on the world once they graduate from high school. The most important goal that we have as educators every day is to make sure that our students are learning and widen their minds to endless possibilities. Introducing e-Portfolio’s into the classroom setting will do wonders for our student and we will continue to see growth amongst themselves. 
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